
May 8, 2011 

SUMMARY of 2 Tim 1… Like discovering that your old vase is of priceless value, 
Christians are reminded that the gospel is of primary importance… a gift to be cherished.  
Cherishing the gospel, however, is not enough… we naturally guard what is important to us.  
As a church, God has called us to guard the gospel… and we can do this in three ways: 

 

Digging a Little Deeper… asking questions of the passage: 

1. We guard the gospel by suffering for the gospel… “share in suffering” (verses 8-12) 

a. What did Paul encourage Timothy to “share in”? ____________________________________________ 

b. How familiar was Paul with suffering? (2 Cor 11:24-27)  ________________________________________ 

c. Who else had suffered prior to Paul and Timothy?  (Acts 5:41; 1 Pet 3:18)  _________________________ 

d. What ultimately allowed Paul not to be ashamed of his sufferings? (see v 12) _____________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. We guard the gospel by being faithful to the gospel… “follow the pattern of sound words” (verse 13) 

a. What does Paul mean by “sound words” in v 13? _____________________________________________ 

b. What two aspects of Christian life does Paul emphasize in Christ? ________________________________ 

c. How would you summarize verse 13 in your own eyes? ________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. We guard the gospel by protecting the gospel… “guard the good deposit” (verse 14). 

a. What does Paul call Timothy to do in this verse?  _____________________________________________ 

b. How is Paul an example of what this means in Gal 2:11-14? ____________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Putting it into action… asking questions of ourselves: 

1. Celebrating the Gospel:  In your own words, what is the gospel?  How does the fact that the gospel focuses on 

Christ’s work (and not yours) give you reason to rejoice?  What are you tempted to value more than the gospel? 

2. Living out the Gospel:  In order to be faithful to the gospel we need faith in what Christ accomplished (v 13).  

What three categories does CJ’s book The Cross Centered Life provide as “sinking sand” around us today?  

Jonathan asked us two questions: Where are you tempted to forget the gospel?  What area of your life isn’t 

currently submitted to the gospel today?  

3. Proclaiming the Gospel:  There is a world around us that stands on nothing but sinking sand.  Their confidence in 

their goodness or accomplishments will ultimately dissolve.  Who can we pray for that you’re going to tell about 

your present hope in the fact that “Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures.”  Darren provided 

a handout of chapter 7 from What is the Gospel?  What are the three “false gospels” that the author warned 

about as examples of messages that are seeking to replace the Cross as the center of Christianity today? 


